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DATE SPEAKER SUBJECT SERVICE 

LEADER 
GREETER TOUCH OF 

BEAUTY 

HOSPITALITY 

HOST 

Jan 2 The Reverend Dr. John 

M. Higgins, Consulting 

Minister at Friendship 

Fellowship 

Greeting the  

New Year 

John 

England 

Tom Curry Betty 

Allison 

Pat Knittel 

Jan 9 The Reverend Gregory 

Wilson, Minister at UU 

Church of Brevard 

God Save the 

King . . .  

Unitarians Save 

the People 

Bob Johnson Bill Dugger Bobbie 

Keith 

Dee Henderson 

Connie Suarez 

Bobbie Keith 

Jan 16 The Reverend Tim 
Hume-Behrendt & Peg, 

New York Unitarian 

Universalist Minister and 

Wife 

Leif and the Old 

Maple TreeðThe 

Four Axial 

Challenges in 

Everyoneôs Life 

Arthur 

Urrows 

Debra 

Mischley 

Helen 

Urrows 

Renay Coyne

(January 

Birthday Cakeð

Kathy Lees) 

Jan 23 The Reverend Kenneth 
Hurto, Executive 

Director of The Florida 

District 

Where Is Our 

Holy Churchð

Today and 

Tomorrow? 

Cathy 

Stanton 

Jane Farmer Marcia 

Berry 

Helen & Arthur 

Urrows 

Jan 30 The Reverend Ann 
Fuller, Associate 

Minister UU Church of 

Brevard, Homemaker, 

Political Activist 

Proxy Pain Laura 

Petruska 

David 

Peterson 

Harriet 

Claxton 

Rosemary Stroda 
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STITCHES, TWITCHES, SCRATCHES AND DISPATCHES 

Brad Baker, CLC Chair 

Welcome to 2011. We have survived another 

Holiday Season the opportunity of a New Year 

awaits.  

Three thoughts: 

(1)  During December, I often think of the 

famous quote by the theologian, Howard 

Thurman: 

ñWhen the song of the angels is stilled, When the star in the 

sky is gone, When the kings and princes are home, When the 

shepherds are back with their flock, The Work of Christmas 

begins: To find the lost, To heal the broken, To feed the 

hungry, To release the prisoner, To rebuild the nations, To 

bring peace among others, To make music in the heart.ò 

To me, Thurman's words mesh close with our ñSeven 

Principlesò and are worth remembering as we begin anew. 

Howard Thurmanðhttp://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Howard_Thurman 

Howard Thurman books at Fiends United Pressðhttp://

www.howardthurmanbooks.org/  

Printed by UUA Beacon Press, Jesus and the Disinherited by 

Howard Thurmanðhttp://www.amazon.com/gp/search?

index=books&linkCode=qs&keywords=0807010294 

ñSeven Principlesòð http://www.uua.org/visitors/6798.shtml 

(2) Please contact me if you sing, play a musical instrument or 

can organize the books in our small ñFriendship Fellowship 

lending library. In addition to feeding the hungry, we need 

people to help organize the books and make music in our 

hearts.  

(3) I recently attended a performance by Cathy Stanton and the 

Indialantic Chamber Singers. The music was from the heart. 

Their web site accurately claims that they are, ñA Brevard 

Cultural Treasure.ò Here is a link to their calendarðhttp://

www.indialanticchambersingers.org/03.html 

 

UU TALENT SHOW . . . Marshall Frank 

UU friends:  In just 7 weeks, we will be 

holding the second annual UU Talent Show 

(fund raiser) at Fellowship Hallðscheduled 

for Sunday, January 30th, 2011 at 4:00 PM. 

This will also include a Silent Auction which 

Smitty will be heading up. Mark your 

calendars.  

Weôll also have a 50/50 drawing at time of show. That usually 

brings in a good response and benefits a single winner with a nice 

cash prize. 

We hope to glean as much participation as 

possible to make this a huge success . . . and a 

lot of fun, besides. All proceeds go toward the 

Fellowship. 

1)  We need performers/singers/musicians/story-

tellers/tap dancers . . . etc., or whatever 

talents you wish to share. this isnôt for 

professionals, but for everyone to have fun. So, please . . .  

contact me ASAP if you want to participate and let me know 

what you will be doing. Weôll have to start making the 

program plans soon. We'll need about 12 acts altogether, six 

on each side of the intermission. 

2)  We can expect at least two or three performers from outside 

UU, including a couple of ñour  kidsò from the Creative Arts 

Foundation, which will be a special treat. 

3)  If you know of anyone outside of our UU group with a special 

performing talent, that would want to participate, please let 

me know. 

4)  Donations for the Silent Auction are needed.  In particular, 

items of art, jewelry, or anything other item of $25 value or 

more and in very good condition.  Please let me know what 

you have to contribute and Iôll coordinate with Smitty. 

Any new ideas, pass them on . . . I'm all ears.  

 

 

NORTHEAST CLUSTER SPRING GATHERING 

The Northeast Cluster Spring Gathering will be hosted by the 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Vero Beach on Saturday 

March 26th, 2011 from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM. Following the 

cluster gathering our participants are invited to attend a 

presentation by William Schultz, Director of UUSC. This is a 

wonderful opportunity to spend a spring Saturday with like-

minded UUs. Registration information for the cluster gathering 

will be sent in January. 

Thank you!     . . .  

FRIDAY MORNING DISCUSSION GROUP 

The Reverend Dr. John M. Higgins 

Although only a few have been showing up for 

discussions on Fridays, the conversations 

covered a good deal of concerns and positive 

suggestions about how we can deal within 

change. The streamlining of Sunday Services, 

arrangement of furniture in the church, several 

others of mutual interest were covered. 

Although turnouts have been disappointing, I 

think it is good to continue to have the opportunity for us to 

discuss our interests, concerns, and other matters and I will 

continue to show up on Fridays at 10:00 AM to hear what you 

have to say. 

All are invited . . . and bring a friend. 

Try to put Friday mornings at 10:00 AM on your calendar. 

 o  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Thurman
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Howard_Thurman
http://www.howardthurmanbooks.org/
http://www.howardthurmanbooks.org/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/search?index=books&linkCode=qs&keywords=0807010294
http://www.amazon.com/gp/search?index=books&linkCode=qs&keywords=0807010294
http://www.uua.org/visitors/6798.shtml
http://www.indialanticchambersingers.org/03.html
http://www.indialanticchambersingers.org/03.html
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

January 2011 

Comings, goings, and doings for FF@P 

Humanists of 

Brevard  
10:00 AM 

Coffee House 

Just Us Girls 

Art Group 

Every Tuesday 

09:30 AM - 

2:00 PM 

Coffee House 

 Single 

 Menôs 

Lunch: 1:00 PM at 

Bob Evans on 

Wickham in Suntree 

(it is suggested you 

make M avoid lack 

of company) 

Non-Fiction 

Book Club: 
Coffee House at 

2:00 PM 

 Winter

 Film 

Discussion Series: 

Young Victoria 
(Early reign of Queen 

Victoria) Friendship 

Hall 1:00 PM 

moderated by Helen 

Bennett 

Friday, 21 Jan: 

Game Night 
Friendship Hall 

7:00-9:00 PM 
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Eˍit˛ʞ 

Tɯʍ Eˍit˛ʞ ɶɫedʟ y˛ˤʞ 
Fʮˋˠuˉˠʦ ˔˚˞utʟ 
ˋʦ Sˤndˉʦ no˛ʘ 
23 Jˉ˚uˉˠʦ 

(so˛ɶˏʞ iʟ ʺʔ) 

Womenôs 

Friendship Circle 

Coffee House,  

10:30 AM 

The Reverend 

Higgins 

Every Friday 

10:00 AM, will 

discuss any 

subject, 

Friendship Hall 

 Sun  Svc 

 10:30 AM 

 Sun  Svc 

 10:30 AM 

 Sun  Svc 

 10:30 AM 

 Sun  Svc 

 10:30 AM 

 Sun  Svc 

 10:30 AM 

Sunday Morning 

Discussion  9:15-10:15 

AM Coffee Houseð

Current Events 

Sunday Morning 

Discussion  9:15-10:15 

AM Coffee Houseð

Current Events 

Sunday Morning 

Discussion  9:15-10:15 

AM Coffee Houseð

Current Events 

Sunday Morning 

Discussion  9:15-10:15 

AM Coffee Houseð

Current Events 

Sunday Morning 

Discussion 9:15-10:15 

AM Coffee Houseð

Current Events 

 Philosophy 

Seminar Friendship 

Hall, 2:00 PM, 

moderated by John 

Lees 

 Economics 

Seminar Friendship 

Hall, 2:00 PM, 

moderated by John 

Hemphill 

 Philosophy 

Seminar Friendship 

Hall, 2:00 PM, 

moderated by John 

Lees 

 Economics 

Seminar Friendship 

Hall, 2:00 PM, 

moderated by John 

Hemphill 

 Winter

 Film 

Discussion Series: 

Mrs Brown (Middle 

age of Queen Victoria 
mourning for Albert) 

Friendship Hall 

1:00 PM moderated 

by Helen Bennett 

Monday, 18 Jan: 

CLC Meeting 

Friendship Hall at 

7:00 PM 

Sunday 30 Jan: 

UU Talent Show 

& Silent Auction, 

50/50 Drawing: 

Friendship Hall 

4:00 PM 

Family Promises 

Committee: 
Friendship Hall, 

9:00 AM, 

moderated by Bill 

Scott 

Winter Film 

Discussion Series: 

The Last Station 
(Final year of Leo 

Tolstoy) Friendship 

Hall 1:00 PM 

moderated by 

Helen Bennett 
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Saturday, December 19: It rained 

todayðnot a heavy downpour, but 

just enough to make it unnecessary 

to water the plants on the hill for a 

while. Kathy, my new housemate, 

who is a plant ñqueen,ò  unwrapped 

her large collection to let them air 

out before the next freeze. I don't 

know how she does it. At least I persuaded her 

to place one particularly heavy one on a little 

wheel cart that I often use to get the cat litter 

from the rear of the car into the house, which 

saved her back, at least. There wasn't any more 

room on the front porch, so she rolled it all the 

way to the back-in the rain. (Side note: She 

received permission for food stamps today!) 

Last night, December 17th, the congregation turned out in force 

for a delicious meal, lots of wine, and ice cream. Pie showed up 

later and was equally devoured. 

We all had fun singing the good old Christmas Carols, warming 

up for the official service on the 20th. Most of us came from 

Christian backgrounds of one sort or another, and some even 

knew second and third verses!  A few people stood up and told 

tales of Christmases past. I was hoping to hear a 

story or two about Hanukkah memories, but 

none were forthcoming. 

Folks have donated gift cards to our lovely Tree, 

located in the main hall, which will be 

distributed to the families that we have supported 

during the past year. Most of us have made 

donations to other charities as well, I'm sure. The 

flow of food continues to come into the donation 

box inside the front door, on a regular basis. The 

need never stops, of course, it just increases with 

time.  

Your generosity is always appreciated, and the 

Social Concerns Committee thanks you for all 

you do for the needy and homeless.  

So how many of you have made New Year's 

resolutions? Do we bother anymore? Do they 

really work? Why not write a paragraph or two 

about your pet resolutions? Mine is easy: get the "stuff" out of 

the house! 

Happy Holidays to all Members and Friends! And Peace be with 

you.  

by 

Cathy Stanton 

 

FF@P LEADERS ENGAGE IN GOAL SETTING & PLANNING 

                . . . Janet Haden-Baker 

Friendship Fellowship is a generous, active, and committed 

congregation that has proven able to attain what it sets its mind 

to. We see examples of this with our facilities, ongoing 

programs and activities, and outreach into the community. To 

continue building and fortifying our fellowship, we must focus 

our energies and resources. 

In October 2010, the Congregational Leadership Committee 

(CLC) initiated a series of Goal Setting and Planning sessions 

involving FFP leaders. The purpose of these sessions is to 1) 

establish a small number of high-level goals that support FFPôs 

mission and represent the congregationsô needs and 2) develop 

action plans to achieve these goals. Thus far, leaders have 

identified a main, overall goal with several supporting 

(enabling) goalsðthe intent is that achievement of the 

supporting goals will lead us to achievement of the overall goal.  

Main Goal: 

1. Grow FFP Membership to 120 by End of 2012 (and increase 

representation of younger members). 

Supporting Goals: 

2. Strengthen Key Internal Programs 

ǒ Prepare and encourage members to explain 

and promote UUism 

3. Strengthen Elements of the Infrastructure 

ǒ  Build a strong, dynamic ministerial role 

within the congregation 

ǒ Reinvigorate the committee structure to 

ensure effectively functioning committees 

ǒ Develop a personnel transition plan to 

manage transitions over the next several 

years 

4. Strengthen the Internal Community 

ǒ Build a strong, supportive, connected internal 

community 

ǒ Prepare, motivate, and guide new members in 

actively participating in congregational life 

Leaders have developed and begun implementing action plans 

for Supporting Goal #2 and continue working sessions to 

develop action plans for Supporting Goals #3 and #4. 

You will likely see and be involved in some of the changes that 

will come about as our congregation works toward the goals. 

Weôll all need to find our adventurous spirit and to be patient 

with and supportive of one another as we find new ways that 

work for our congregation as a whole. 

  

Jan 1 Esther Sherman 
Jan 1 Dean Siren 
Jan 5 Pat Hemphill 
Jan 24 Russ DeLoach 

CANVASS COMMITTEE: FY2011/2012 

Arthur Urrows and Bill Horsfield are designated as Co-Chairs 

of the Canvass Committee. Canvass Committee appointees are 

Arthur Urrows, Bill Horsfield, Paul and Pat Knittel, Renay 

Coyne, Laura Friedman, and Nancy Shacklette. 

. . . John Lees, Chair 

      Finance Committee. 
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the universe, or the intellectual love of God. Man, however, 

cannot be certain that God loves him in return, and this is 

considered one of Spinozaôs prime heresies.  

Helen concluded by saying that Spinoza was the first known 

secularist, and she sees him as a precursor of Unitarian 

Universalism. For Spinoza, ñeverything is connected, and we are 

all a part of the whole, which is God. This God is incapable of 

loving us, although we must love him by knowing him 

intellectually. He cannot intervene in human affairs, which are all 

predetermined. These ideas gave Spinoza peace and allowed him 

to carve his niche in the Western canon as one of our greatest 

philosophers.ò . . . rr 

HELEN BENNETT SPEAKS OF SPINOZA AND THE 

BIRTH OF MODERNITY 28 Nov 

Baruch Spinoza, born in Amsterdam in 1632 to 

a Jewish family who had fled from Portugal 

after refusing to convert to Christianity, was 

labeled a heretic and excommunicated from the 

Jewish synagogue in 1657, at age 24. His crime? 

Daring to think for himself. Today, Helen 

Bennett, a member of Friendship Fellowship, 

chair of the Adult RE committee, and a poet, 

author, and teacher, spoke to us about Spinozaôs beliefs and the 

events that led to his excommunication. After beginning with the 

litany of curses heaped upon him by the Jewish rabbi for his 

heretical ideas, she told of her discovery of Spinoza in college 

and her continued interest in his philosophy.  

Although often labeled an atheist, Spinoza could be more 

accurately described as a pantheist. He believed that the 

intellectual love of God is the highest good and that it alone can 

bring true and lasting happiness. He was a rationalist who 

believed the world could be explained through deductive logic, 

and a determinist who believed that everything that happens is a 

manifestation of Godôs nature.  

Raised in the Hebrew tradition, Spinoza was a brilliant student 

and was expected to be the future high rabbi for his synagogue. 

However, as he studied the Bible, he came to realize that it was 

filled with contradictions, was not written by one person, and 

was certainly not inspired by God. He concluded the Torah could 

not have been written by Moses, for there were too many things 

Moses could not have known, including details of his own death. 

He did not believe that the Jews were Godôs chosen people but 

that all people were equally worthy and no religion had an 

ultimate hold on truth. Most of religion, he reasoned, was 

superstition based on the fear of death. 

While his parents were living (his mother died before he was six 

and his father before his excommunication), Spinoza observed 

the proper behavior of a good Jewish child, and he never forgot 

the suffering of his peopleðfirst under the Spanish Inquisition 

and later in Portugal, where Jews were forced to convert to 

Christianityðbut in his early twenties, he began frequenting 

bookstores in Amsterdam where he met and became friends with 

freethinking Christians, leading him to speak out about his 

heretical views and resulting in his excommunication. As a child, 

Spinoza had seen another Jewish heretic run into the street and 

kill himself after being forced to lie down across the threshold of 

the synagogue where the people exiting stepped on him, and he 

vowed to never fall victim to the same despondency. Instead, he 

simply left town, took a new name (Benedictus, meaning 

ñblessingò), learned a new profession of lens grinding, and 

continued to write down his philosophy.  

His greatest work, published by friends after his death (in 1677 

from tuberculosis) is the Ethics. The entire universe, said 

Spinoza, was founded on logic, with God or Nature as self-

caused. There can be no immortality because it is logically 

impossible for things to be other than what they are. Our essence 

is to thrive, and our survival depends upon living in community 

with our fellow man, respecting his dignity and his right to his 

own opinion. The highest goal of life is absolute knowledge of 

continued at the bottom of the next column 

 

Our UU Christmas 

Tree . . . decorated 

with gift cards for a 

needy family that we 

help support . . . 

$960 donated! 

Our decorated 

Lectern 

Thanks to: 

Marcia Berry 

Barbara Kurtz 

Jackie Higgins 

Renay Coyne 

Kathy Lees 

Ruth Rodgers 



Page 6 

 

   The Friendship Flyer  January 2011 

every thing there is a season . . .ò; Blessed are the meek . . .ò; 

ñDo unto others . . .ò; ñFor God so loved the world . . .ò; ñLo, I 

am with you always . . .ò Remember the biblical similes and 

metaphors, the stories and parables which have nourished the 

spirits of millions of people for thousands of years! These are the 

foundation stones of our Western culture. Not to know the Ten 

Commandments is not to understand our American legal system 

which has been significantly influenced by them! 

The question remains: How should UUs read the Bible? 

Guidance is found in our UU publications which state that UUs 

regard the Bible as one of many important religious texts, but do 

not consider it unique or exclusive in any way. We do not 

interpret it literally. We think some parts of the Bible offer more 

truth and relevance than other parts. Although UUs respect the 

Bible and regard some of its content as great literature, it is not a 

central document in our religion. 

Since read is a verb, the best way to clarify how UUs should read 

the Bible is by stating which adverbs are appropriate. First of all, 

Unitarian Universalists should not approach the Bible 

dogmatically. We should not begin with any assumptions about 

it. Instead, we should read the Bible open-mindedly and open-

heartedly, or, to put it another way, we should read it both 

intellectually and spiritually. Doing that will allow it to reveal its 

true nature to us. 

We should recognize that throughout the Bible, even in its most 

mythical portions, there are significant existential truths and 

important ethical principles. For example, the need for 

forgiveness and for loving oneôs neighbor are eternal truths even 

if there was never a fish that swallowed Jonah and the Good 

Samaritan was but a fictional character. When such biblical 

parables are read perceptively, their scientific and historical 

falsehoods melt away into insignificance as we allow their 

existential truth and beauty to nourish us emotionally, intuitively, 

and spiritually.  

Lastly, we should read the Bible inclusively. We should not read 

it alone, but and always in conjunction with the sacred scriptures 

of all of the other world religions, as well as with the secular 

writings of scientists, historians, poets, novelists, and anyone else 

who can expose us to the deepest depths of human existence. For 

UUs the Bible should never be the only source of truth, but 

always one among others. We should question it, criticize it, 

analyze it, but also respect it! 

We donôt have to hold any theological doctrines about the Bible, 

we donôt have to argue about theories as to its origin or nature. 

All we have to do is to take it at face value as a human document 

and let the experience of the men who wrote it speak to our 

experience, their needs speak to our needs, their discoveries 

illuminate ours, their faith, hammered out upon the anvil of their 

daily life, confirm and ratify our faith. . . . jh-b 

Dr. ROBERT TUCKER ASKS HOW SHOULD UUs USE 

THE BIBLE? 21 Nov 

Dr. Tucker is Minister Emeritus of the 

Lakeland UU Church, a founding board 

member of the Humanist Association of West 

Central Florida, and a frequent speaker at 

Friendship Fellowship. 

Today he began, you can find a version of the 

Bible designed to meet the specific needs of 

just about every person or possible situation. 

These Bibles have names like the Menôs Study 

Bible; the Woman Thou Art Loosed Bible; the New Adventure 

Bible geared toward children; the End Times Bible which focuses 

upon millennial prophecies; the Life Recovery Bible for people in 

12-Step programs; the Devotional Bible for Dads; and the Kidsô 

Devotional Bible. There are now more than 3,000 different 

editions of the Bible on the market. These specialized Bibles 

have become enormously popular. By combining commentaries, 

graphics, and inspirational words targeted at specific audiences, 

they provide an avenue for people who may otherwise find it 

difficult to approach the Bible. 

The existence of all of these different Bibles begs the question, 

ñHow should we Unitarian Universalists (UUs) use the Bible? 

Two hundred years ago, this question would never have arisen, 

for the role of the Bible as humanityôs basic spiritual guide was 

taken for granted by all Unitarians and Universalists. Even a 

hundred years ago, despite the growing influence of world 

religions and humanism upon both movements, most Unitarians 

and Universalists were still convinced of the Bibleôs importance 

in their lives. But today, what role, if any, should the Bible have 

among Unitarian Universalists? 

We can probably best answer that question by answering two 

others:  First, why should UUs read the Bible? And second, how 

should UUs read the Bible? 

Why should UUs read the Bible? Because some good lessons and 

words of wisdom and inspiring thought are in it, because 

knowing more about the Bible from an historical perspective 

enables our children to better defend their own beliefs, and 

because this is a Judeo-Christian culture and anyone who doesnôt 

know anything about the Bible is culturally illiterate. Our 

children deserve to know the myths and symbols and stories that 

make up our culture, and the Bible is a part of that. The 

following ñtrue storyò has circulated widely:  One Unitarian 

Universalist. Said to another one, ñIôll bet you canôt say the 

Lordôs Prayer.ò And the second one said, ñIôll bet you five bucks 

I can.ò ñOK,ò said the first, ñYouôre on.ò So the second one 

recited ñNow I lay me down to sleep, I pray the Lord my soul to 

keep. If I should die before I wake, I pray the Lord my soul to 

take.ò And the first Unitarian Universalist looked at the second 

one and said, ñAll right, you win.ò 

Just think about the great ideas that have become so much a part 

of the ideals we cherish:  covenant and contract; sacrifice; love; 

family; loyalty; neighbor; thanksgiving; honesty; justice; care for 

children, widows, the old, the sick and the helpless. All of these 

jewels sparkle at us from the pages of the Bible. Remember the 

passages in the Bible that have moved your spirit:  ñIn the 

beginning, God created the heavens and the earth . . .ò; ñHonor 

thy father and mother . . .ò; ñThe Lord is my shepherd . . .ò; ñFor 
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HIGGINS EXPLAINS THAT BUDDHISM WAS A 

REBELLION AGAINST BRAHMANISM Dec 5 

The Reverend Dr. John M. Higgins, Consulting 

Minister at Friendship Fellowship and teacher 

of World Religions at Brevard Community 

College, gave a short history and condensed 

overview of Buddhism. 

The story of Buddha began with the birth of 

Siddhartha Gautama, a prince in a royal family 

(who practiced Hindu-based Brahmanism) in a 

kingdom located between what is now southern Nepal and 

northern India. No one knows for sure when he was born, though 

many writers attribute the year 501 BCE or another year within a 

few decacdes. He was trained as a warrior and married to the 

most beautiful woman in the country at age sixteen . . . and was 

surrounded by luxury and a bevy of women for his harem. 

Having never left the royal compound, he became restless and 

coaxed his chariot driver to take him to the surrounding country. 

He was exposed to a seriously sick man, a dying man, a corpse, 

and a wandering ascetic. The ascetic had given up everything: 

clothing, cleanliness, ate little as possible, and had no worries. 

Siddhartha was impressed. 

At age 19 he chose to redirect his life. His first companions, five 

ascetics, taught him how to achieve the state of nothingness; 

however, he did not find what he was seeking. He found a treeð

most likely a Bhodi (holy) treeðand sat under it until he was 

fully enlightened, upon which he became Buddha. 

He wandered from place to place deciding how his revelations 

should be delivered. Returning to the five ascetics, he told them 

about the Noble Eightfold Way: right views, right intent, right 

speech, right conduct, right means of livelihood, right endeavor, 

right mindfulness, right meditation. He pointed out the path to 

enlightenment: freedom from birth, death, rebirth. Suffering 

covers birth, ageing, illness, death, presence of hated objects, 

separation from loved objects, etc. Suffering ends when we cease 

to crave so that no passion remains. 

All of the basic teachings of the Buddha were passed down 

orally via memory. It wasnôt until 450 years later that these were 

written down. Today there are tens of thousands sects of 

Buddhism, just as there are many sects of Christianityð27 

Catholic sects, 33,000 to 44,000 Protestant sects, and even in 

Judaism there are six sects. Some Buddhist sects have gods, 

some believe that Nirvana hay be achieved from any position in 

life, some believe that a woman must be reborn as a man and 

then become a monk in order to achieve Nirvana. Some believe 

that you are reborn as a god and remain so until your good karma 

is used up . . . at which point you are reborn as a human to begin 

all over. The opposite exists: you can spend time in Hellðor be 

reborn as as a lower animal or lower social classðuntil your bad 

karma is worked off. Buddha described himself as a messenger, 

not a god. 

Jack Higgins told that he once asked a practicing Buddhist to 

describe Nirvana. The answer was, ñWe donôt know, but we will 

know when we see it..ò 

Higgins concluded by saying that it is interesting that all five of 

the major religionsðHinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Islam, and 

Christianityðbelieve in an afterlife. An exception is some forms 

of Zen Buddhism which do not believe in an afterlife.       . . . jce 

 

A SAFE PLACE . . . Renay Coyne  

(Renay found this in a book . . . but doesnôt remember the name) 

1. In a safe place, people are kind. Sarcasm, fighting, backbiting 
and name-calling are exceptions rather than the rule. Kindness 
and consideration and forgiveness are the usual way of life. 

2. In a safe place there is laughter. Not just the canned laughter 
of radio and television, but real laughter that comes from 
sharing meaningful work and play. 

3. In a safe place there are rules. The rules are few and fair and 
are made by the people who live and work there, including the 
children. 

4. In a safe place people listen to each other. They care about 
each other and show that they do, with words and also with 
body language. 

5. In a safe place the adults are the models for the others. 

John Lewis and Sid Sherman after the December 12th 
Service. John, passing through on a visit to South Florida, 
was Chair of the CLC in 2002 and 2003. 

Sharing Center items are due the first Sunday of each 
month ð toothpaste & brushes, bath soap, shaving 
materials, non-perishable goods, deodorant, crackers, 
canned goods, etc.ð see Cathy Stanton! 

Thanks to everyone who brought goods for 

our less fortunate neighbors. 

I hope that you will continue collecting toys 

for kids in the coming weeks. The Interfaith 

Alliance is giving toys to foster children 

again. 

Holidays are nearly gone. We had some fun 

doing them, didn't we? 

Happy New Year to all! 

{ƘŀǊƛƴƎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

bŜǿǎ 

Φ Φ Φ ōȅ Φ Φ Φ 

/ŀǘƘȅ {ǘŀƴǘƻƴ 
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ROBERTS INVESTIGATES ñTHE STAR OF THE MAJIò 

 12 Dec 

What was the Star of Bethlehem that brought 

three magi on a long journey from the East to 

find the Jewish newborn Messiah? Over the last 

two thousand years, that question has been 

explored by theologians, astrologers, and 

scientists, but our speaker today, Courtney 

Roberts, teacher, consultant, and author whose 

most recently published book is The Star of the 

Magi, says that is the wrong question to be 

asking. When scientists seek to explain the star seen by the three 

wise men in the East, they are putting themselves into the same 

camp as Christian fundamentalists who argue that everything in the 

Bible is literally true. The real question, says Roberts, is not ñWhat 

was the star?ò but ñWhy was the story of a star seen by magi in the 

East leading them to Jerusalem given such a prominent place in the 

New Testament?ò 

Appearing in the Gospel of Matthew, the first book of the New 

Testament, (and only in Matthewðnot in any of the other gospels), 

Jesusô birth is heralded by the appearance of a bright star and a visit 

from magi in the East who have followed the star to find a newborn 

savior who is to become King of the Jews. Biblical scholars believe 

that the story of the star and the magi is a later addition to the 

Gospelðwritten as late as 80 or 90 A.D., after the destruction of the 

Jewish temple by the Roman Empire. To understand its inclusion in 

the story of Jesusô birth, we cannot look at it as historical fact, for 

its purpose was not to relate facts but to make Jesusô birth tie in 

with earlier predictions about a coming Messiah.  

At the time that Jesus lived, Persia was a large empire, and the 

magi, a priestly caste, studied the stars and used astrological events 

to predict important happenings. The Persian Zoroastrian religion, 

which was much more widespread and influential than the religion 

of the tiny tribe of Jews in Judea, was based on a dualistic 

monotheism. A good God was countered with an evil God who 

tried to thwart him at every turn, and all of history was a battle 

between the two gods. However, at the end of time, the good God 

was destined to defeat evil and a Messiah would come to bring 

peace to the world.  

According to the Persians, the good God would periodically send 

Messiahs to help him defeat the evil God, their appearances 

corresponding to astrologically significant events, so it makes sense 

for the Jews, who saw the Greeks and Romans as their enemies and 

Persia as their protector after their nation was destroyed by the 

Roman Empire, to use the Persian astrological beliefs to give 

credence to Jesus as being their promised Messiah. However, 

cautioned Roberts, this is not to say that a group of magi actually 

saw a bright star, automatically associated that star with the birth of 

a Jewish Messiah, and thus set out for Jerusalem. If they had gone 

to see King Herod, as the Gospel story suggests, asking where to 

find the King of the Jews, they would surely have been killed on the 

spot. 

The story of the Star of the Magi shows not only the great influence 

of Zoroastrianism on the Jewish (and later on the Christian) religion 

but also demonstrates its inclusivity. The Persians recognized Jesus 

as one in a long line of messiahs sent by the good God. Despite 

Christianityôs exclusiveness, it still owes a debt to Zoroastrianism 

for the idea of the Devil and the Final Battle of Armageddon to 

come, and just as these ideas found their way into the New 

Testament, so did the story of the magi and the star, corroborating 

the gospel writerôs contention that Jesus was the promised Messiah. 
 . . . rr 

 

UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS by Joan Lund 

Here we are in the New Year. Hopefully it will 

be a good one for all of us. In early December 

the Southland Region districts (Florida, Mid-

South, Thomas Jefferson, and the 

Southwestern Conference) met in Orlando to 

talk about change in governance structure and 

service provision. This meeting was 

historically the first of its kind considering the 

geography of the four districts. As you know 

the services the Districts and our UUA provide are different from 

governance. The UUA Board of Trustees is involved in 

governance. However the UUA Trustees from the four districts 

attended the meeting at the behest of the district presidents to 

observe and provide information. The column will cover some of 

what happened at the meeting.  

The objectives of the meeting included discussing how districts 

can best serve Unitarian Universalism, the congregations, and 

Unitarian Universalists, both present and future with structure, 

governance, service, and language. In addition the objectives 

asked how do districts stay in relationship with each other, with 

our congregations and staff, and with UUs? The meeting focused 

on building a working relationship among the boards of the four 

districts in building a sense of religious purpose in their work. 

Also, the purpose was to develop a common sense of issues and 

opportunities facing UU leadership regarding organization, 

governance, and service delivery throughout the system; and to 

identify possible changes in organization, governance, and/or 

service delivery necessary to best support our congregations in 

their mission. Finally, a goal was to determine the next steps to 

make those changes.   

Much of the conversation during the weekend focused on what 

are the governance roles of the district boards and the equity/

inequity of service delivery throughout the districts nation-wide. 

Linkage with congregations within districts was also an 

important part of the weekend conversation. Underlying all of the 

discussions were questions relating to the values that guide 

district and UUA work: how will changes advance our values? 

What changes would best support congregations in their mission 

of saving lives, saving the world? Who stands to be impacted by 

any change? 

You will be learning much more as the months go by about this 

meeting. But two of the relationship building ñnext stepsò of the 

meeting include: an effort to get congregations to link with one 

another and to continue the work that was started and involve 

congregations is this work.   

Two of my favorite words are ñstay tunedò. Changes in how we 

do our faith are on the horizon. Contact me if you wish: 

jlund@uua.org or by phone at 813-931-9727. Happy New Year 

one and all. 

 

mailto:jlund@uua.org
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SID SHERMANôS BIBLE SEMINAR 

AT FRIENDSHIP FELLOWSHIP at PINEDA 

FEATURING 
The Bible As Literature, History, & 

Mythology 

Continuing in December through into next February, this 18-

session course on Highlights of The Bible based on modern 

scholarshipðwith no Bible thumpingðexploring who wrote itð

when it was writtenðfor what purposeðexplaining duplications 

and contradictionsðtaking note of what it says about the human 

condition in gems of poetry, drama, wisdom literature, history, 

fiction, myth, and fantasyðwith interesting sidelights as reported 

by our In-House Bible maven, Sid Sherman. 

 

Thursday Afternoons from 2:00 to 4:00 PM 

Meeting in Friendship Hall 

  

THE NEW TESTAMENT 

Jan 6  Backgrounds of the New TestatmentðThe 

 Intertestamental Period: Sadducees, Pharisees, 

 Herodians, Hasidim, Zealots, Essenes, and Messianic 

 Expectations 

Jan 13 The Gospels According to Mark and MatthewðThe 

 first two synoptic Gospels by Jewish authors, one based 

 upon the other and written for a different audience 

Jan 20 The Gospel According to Luke and Acts of the Apostles 

 ðWritten by a Gentile and addressed to a Roman 

 Official, Theophilus, to convince the Imperial 

 Government that Christians were not subversive 

Jan 27  The Gospel According to John and The Epistles of Paul 

 ðJohn, a Hellenistic Mystic, and Paul, the first 

 Christian 

Feb 3 The Epistle to the Hebrews-The Pastoral Epistles-The 

 Catholic Epistles-The Book of Revelation of John: An 

 Apocalypse 

 

The Highlights of The Bible is concluded at the February 3 

session. Thank you Sid Sherman! 

JANUARY MONTHLY MUSE . . . Renay Coyne 

Be always at war with your vices, 

at peace with your neighbors, 

and let each New Year 

find you a better person. 

             Benjamin Franklin 

 

And a very Happy, Healthy & Prosperous 

New Year to you all! 

BOOK CLUB READS ABOUT WWII TRUE DETECTIVE PLOT  

 . . . Arthur Urrows 

Youôll Marvel at Our Book-of-the-Month: A 

True Detective Plot: Operation MincemeatðHow 

a Dead Man and a Bizarre Plan Fooled the Nazis 

and Assured an Allied Victory in World War II   

Ben MacIntyre's exuberant, impious account of 

Operation Mincemeat puts on record the debt 

British Intelligence once owed to an upper-class 

infatuation with detective fiction. The scheme was nothing less 

than a glorious red herring: setting a body adrift dressed as a 

British officer carrying false war plans to mislead the Germans. 

And the hoax worked. It was a ruse almost certainly suggested by 

Ian Fleming, then an assistant to an admiral, head of British 

Naval Intelligence.  

It was carried out by John Masterson, an Oxford don in civilian 

life an author of detective novels. Until now, the venture has 

been best known by the 1956 movie, "The Man Who Never 

Was," written by one of the men involved in setting it up. What a 

wonderful and amusing book!! 

JOIN US on Tuesday, January 11, at 2 PM in Friendship Hall. 

Even if you ain't read it, we'll tell you all about it!  (this account 

is excerpted from a Barnes & Noble review). 

I came across some words of 

wisdom on a tea box , which I 

thought might interest readers 

for the end of the year. It's 

about Growing Old. 

ñNobody grows old by merely 

living a number of years. 

People grow old only by deserting their ideals. 

Years may wrinkle the skin, but to give up interests wrinkles the 

soul. Worry, doubt, self-distrust, fear and despair; these are the long, 

long years that bow the head and turn the growing spirit back to 

dust. 

ñWhatever your years, there is in every being's heart the love of 

wonder, the undaunted challenge of events, the unfailing childlike 

appetite for óWhat Next,ô and the joy and the game of life. 

ñYou are as young as your faith, as old as your doubt, as young as 

your self-confidence, as old as your fear; as young as your hope, as 

old as your despair. In the  central place of your heart, there is a 

recording chamber; so long as it receives messages of beauty, hope, 

cheer, and courage, so long you are young.ò   

 . . . Douglas MacArthur  

{ƻŎƛŀƭ 
/ƻƴŎŜǊƴǎ ϧ 

LǎǎǳŜǎ 

ōȅ 
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CHRISTMAS PARY AT FRIENDSHIP FELLOWSHIP 

Friday, December 17 

Organizer Bill Scott with The Reverend Ann Fuller 

Food 
Line 

befor
e

 

Food Line during
 

We sat at tables in the back of

 Friendship Hall
 

John Curry, Bill & Mimi Dugger 

Debra 

Mischley 

Jackie 

Higgins 

Kathy Lees 

We 
eventually 
ran out  
of food! 
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